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Caring for Your Blind Dog

Sometimes, eye problems can't be treated, and your dog may lose some or all of their vision. The good
news is that most dogs adapt very well, especially if the change happens gradually. If blindness occurs
suddenly, your dog may feel anxious for a few weeks — they'll need extra comfort and reassurance from
you.

' Create a Safe and Familiar Home
« Keep furniture in the same place and avoid leaving obstacles like shoes or bags on the floor.
* Remove hazards such as sharp corners or steep steps. Consider adding ramps for steps leading to the garden.

* Maintain consistent spots for your dog's bed, food, and water bowls. A water fountain can help your dog locate
water by sound.

' Establish a Routine

* Feed your dog at the same time each day to build a sense of security and routine.

« Call your dog or gently tap near the bowl at mealtime. Warming food slightly can make it easier to smell.

' Minimise Stress
* Avoid unfamiliar environments when possible. If you're away, consider a trusted pet-sitter instead of boarding.

» Keep walks familiar and calm. Use a harness for better guidance and control.

' Make Walks Enjoyable
* If your dog is blind on one side, walk with their blind side closest to you.
* Talk to your dog during walks, or carry a bell so they know you're nearby.

* Allow extra time for sniffing — smells are a vital source of stimulation for a blind dog.

' Play and Interaction
» Choose toys that make sounds (bells, squeakers) or have distinct scents.

» Encourage play that engages sound, smell, touch, and taste.

l Safety First

* Ensure your garden is secure — blind dogs can't detect danger as readily.
* Use a whistle to get their attention outdoors.
* Block stairs with gates or use textured rugs at the top and bottom to signal level changes.

* Place textured mats near glass doors to prevent accidents.

l Companionship
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» Some blind dogs enjoy the company of another calm dog. Avoid overly boisterous puppies.
» Adding a bell to other pets' collars can prevent startling your blind dog.
' Helpful Habits

« Avoid carrying your dog from room to room — walking helps them stay oriented.

« Guide them gently through the house at first, offering plenty of praise and encouragement.

Sudden blindness can be distressing, but most dogs adjust quickly by relying on their other
senses. With patience and care, your dog can continue to live a happy, confident life. If you have

any questions, please don't hesitate to contact us — we're here to help.
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