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Client Information Sheet

Cataract Surgery

This sheet explains what to expect on the day of your pet's cataract surgery at Elham Valley Referrals.

Please read it carefully and don't hesitate to contact us if you have any questions beforehand.

Admission

• Your pet will be admitted between 8:30 and 9:00am.

• A team member will go through a consent form with you and confirm all pre-operative instructions have been

followed.

• Your pet will then be settled comfortably into their kennel.

Pre-operative Checks

• We will carry out routine health checks, including blood tests.

• Your pet will receive a pre-medication injection including pain relief and a mild sedative.

• A drip (intravenous fluids) will be placed — this requires clipping a small area of one leg.

Anaesthesia and Eye Testing

• Around 30 minutes after pre-medication, your pet will be placed under a general anaesthetic.

• We will perform an ERG (electroretinography) test to confirm the retina is functioning correctly.

• If the ERG result is not suitable for cataract surgery, your pet will be gently woken and we will contact you

immediately.

Preparing for Surgery

• If the ERG result is good, we will prepare your pet for surgery, including carefully clipping fur around the eye(s).

• All cataract surgery patients are fully monitored, muscle relaxed, and ventilated — ensuring safe anaesthesia

and correct eye positioning.

Surgery Duration

One eye 2 – 2.5 hours Both eyes 2.5 – 3 hours

Times may vary depending on the complexity of the cataract.

Recovery After Surgery

• Your pet will be closely monitored as they wake up from anaesthesia.

• We check: temperature, heart rate and breathing, eye pressure, pain levels, and fluid balance.

• We will call you with an update once your pet is recovering well — usually mid-afternoon, though you're

welcome to ring earlier if concerned.
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Going Home

• Collection is usually between 3:30pm and 5:30pm — confirmed by phone on the day.

• A nurse will go through a discharge sheet with you covering post-operative care and all eye medication

instructions.

■ Several eye drops are required intensively during the first 24–48 hours at home — please make

sure you are prepared for this before the day of surgery.

At Home After Surgery

• Your pet may be groggy or unsettled for the first 24–48 hours — this is normal after anaesthesia.

• Your pet will go home wearing a buster collar — this must be worn at all times.

• Your pet must wear a harness (not a collar) throughout recovery to avoid pressure on the neck, which can raise

eye pressure.

• If you do not already have a harness, please arrange one before the day of surgery.

Follow-up Appointment

We will arrange an appointment the following morning to check eye pressure and assess recovery.

Payment

• Payment is expected at the time of treatment.

• In exceptional circumstances (e.g. insured pets), alternative arrangements may be considered but must be

authorised in advance by the Practice Manager and your insurance company.

If you have any questions before or after surgery, please do not hesitate to contact us — we are

very happy to help.


