
24 Barham Business Park, Barham, Canterbury CT4 6DQ

T: 01303 840499

reception@elhamvalley.com

Elham Valley Referrals  ·  01303 840499  ·  reception@elhamvalley.com  ·  www.elhamvalley.vet 1

Client Information Sheet

Gabapentin

Your pet has been prescribed Gabapentin, an off-licence drug used under the Prescribing Cascade*. This

leaflet explains what it is used for, how to administer it, and what to watch out for.

What is Gabapentin Used For?

Gabapentin can be used in cats and dogs to help treat epilepsy, anxiety (such as fear of veterinary visits), chronic
pain disorders, and neuropathic pain.

Benefits and Side Effects

• Gabapentin can help relieve pain and anxiety effectively.

• A common side effect is drowsiness — this is expected and should not cause alarm.

• If your pet shows unusual symptoms such as being unresponsive or having laboured breathing, please contact

your local vet immediately.

• Check your pet's gum colour regularly — they should be a salmon/pale pink colour.

Available Strengths

25mg 50mg 100mg 300mg

Dosing Guidance

• Gabapentin affects every animal differently. Young or hyperactive dogs may be less affected by drowsiness than

older dogs — your vet will choose the most appropriate dose.

• If you feel your pet needs a dose adjustment, consult the instruction sheet or label provided by the clinic.

• Missed dose: administer it as soon as possible, ensuring the next dose is at least 8 hours later. Never give a

double dose to compensate.

Please contact your local vets or Elham Valley Referrals if you are concerned about your pet, or

have any questions about Gabapentin.

* The Prescribing Cascade: This medicine is authorised for use in human patients and is used by vets under the prescribing cascade. It is not

authorised by the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) for use in dogs/cats/pets. Your vet can explain this in detail and will ask you to sign a

consent form before treatment is issued. © British Small Animal Veterinary Association 2020


